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necessary, likewise, that we do not permit them to be
published, that we obviate every falsehood in its rise, and
propagate troth with our utmost diligence. For if we
suffer the nation to be deceived, we are not much less cri-
minal than those who deceive it; at least we must be con-
fessed no longer to act as the guardians of the publick
happiness, if we suffer it to be interrupted by the disper-
sion of reports which we know to be at once false and
pernicious.

Of these principles, which I suppose will not be con-
tested, an easy application may be made to the business of
the present day. A question has been debated with great
address, great ardour, and great obstinacy, which is in
itself, though not doubtful, yet very much diffused; com-
plicated with a great number of circumstances, and ex-
tended to a multitude of relations; and is, therefore, a
subject upon which sophistry may very safely practise her
arts, and which may be shown in very different views to
those whose intellectual light is too much contracted to
receive the whole object at once. It may easily be as-
serted, by those who have long been accustomed to affirm,
without scruple, whatever they desire to obtain belief, that
the arguments in favour of the motion, which has now
been rejected by your lordships, were unanswerable; and
it will be no hard task to lay before their audience such
reasons as, though they have been easily confuted by the
penetration and experience of your lordships, may, to men
unacquainted with politicks, and remote from the sources
of intelligence, appear very formidable.

It is, therefore, not sufficient that your lordships have
rejected the former motion, and shown that you do not
absolutely disapprove the measures of the government,
since it may be asserted, and with some appearance of
reason, that barely not to admit a motion by which all the
measures of the last year would have been at once over-
turned and annihilated, is no proof that they have been
fully justified, and warmly confirmed, since many of the
transactions might have been at least doubtful, and yet
this motion not have been proper.